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November 2017 
 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
Our second book discussion of the year will be held on Thursday, December 21st at the library in the 
Hauppauge Middle School from 5:45 until 7:00 pm.  
 
Students are asked to select one book to read prior to the Book Chat on December 21st.  A summary of each 
text that has been chosen for the Book Chat can be found on the reverse side of this letter to guide students in 
making their selection. All participants will be responsible for obtaining their own books.  
 
The “Book Chat” can be attended by any student within our district and one relative who would like to share 
this experience. While adult participation is an option, it is certainly not mandatory. Any student may select a 
book and attend the discussion on his/her own since each chat will be a chaperoned event. 
  
Teachers, administrators, and staff members will be volunteering to serve as facilitators of the discussions and 
will create topics and questions to be addressed during the “Book Chat.” Additional comments and questions 
are encouraged from participants to generate a dynamic conversation. Students are invited to bring a snack for 
themselves to create a cordial environment and prepare for the hour-long discussion.  
 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 761-8321. I am certain that the 
conversations will prove to be a wonderful addition to this learning community. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D.  
 
Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D. 
Director of English Language Arts 
 
 
 
 

 
Please complete the form attached to this letter and return it to your child’s English teacher by 

Monday, December 18th  
 

 
 



______I am interested in joining my child for the “Book Chat” on December 21st   
 

______My child is interested in joining the “Book Chat” by him/herself. 
 

Please check off your book selection: 
 

 Fatal Fever: Tracking Down Typhoid Mary by Gail Jarrow - ____    
 Still a Work in Progress by Jo Knowles - ____     
 Slacker by Gordon Korman - ____    

             
Student’s Name_____________________         Parent’s Name____________________ 
 
English Teacher_____________________         Phone Contact____________________ 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
BOOK CHAT #2                                Thursday, December 21, 2017 (5:45-7:00pm) 
 
 

Fatal Fever: Tracking Down Typhoid Mary by Gail Jarrow (Non-Fiction) 
In March 1907, the lives of three remarkable people collided at a New York City 
brownstone where Mary  Mallon worked as a cook. They were brought together by typhoid 
fever, a dreaded scourge that killed tens of thousands of Americans each 
year. Fatal Fever: Tracking Down Typhoid Mary is the first middle-grade trade book that 
tells the true story of the woman who unwittingly spread deadly bacteria, the epidemiologist 
who discovered her trail of infection, and the health department that decided her fate. This 
gripping story follows this tragic disease as it shatters lives from the early twentieth century 
to today. It will keep readers on the edges of the seats wondering what happened to Mary 
and the innocent typhoid victims. With glossary, timeline, list of well-known typhoid 
sufferers and victims, further resource section, author’s note, and source notes. 
 
Still a Work in Progress by Jo Knowles (Fiction) 
Noah is just trying to make it through seventh grade. The girls are confusing, the homework 
is boring, and  even his friends are starting to bug him. Not to mention that his older sister, 
Emma, has been acting pretty strange, even though Noah thought she’d been doing better 
ever since the Thing They Don’t Talk About. The only place he really feels at peace is in art 
class, with a block of clay in his hands. As it becomes clear through Emma’s ever-stricter 
food rules and regulations that she’s not really doing better at all, the normal seventh-grade 
year Noah was hoping for begins to seem pretty unattainable. In an affecting and realistic 
novel with bright spots of humor, Jo Knowles captures the complexities of navigating 
middle school while feeling helpless in the face of a family crisis. 
 

Slacker by Gordon Korman (Fiction) 
Cameron Boxer is very happy to spend his life avoiding homework, hanging out with his 
friends, and  gaming for hours in his basement. It's not too hard for him to get away with it . 
. . until he gets so caught up in one game that he almost lets his house burn down around 
him. Oops. It's time for some serious damage control--so Cameron and his friends invent a 
fake school club that will make it seem like they're doing good deeds instead of slacking off. 
The problem? Some kids think the club is real--and Cameron is stuck being president. Soon 
Cameron is part of a mission to save a beaver named Elvis from certain extinction. Along 
the way, he makes some new friends--and some powerful new enemies. The guy who never 
cared about anything is now at the center of everything . . . and it's going to take all his 
slacker skills to win this round. 
 


